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The Association has had a successful year.  The office is back up to strength, with four people working part time.  Della Murphy remains in charge, with Kerry Edgington and Jean Warwick as project workers, and Hazel Hillman returning to look after the administration.

The financial situation is very good, with increased funding from the Greater London Fund for the Blind during the year, and a substantial settlement from our former bankers in compensation for the mis-handling of the account.

The quarterly newsletter, Eye Opener, continues to attract favourable comments about its content.  If you have any stories to tell, or anything else that you would like to contribute, please contact the office team.

During 2010 one of our members, George Phillips, was part of the England team that competed in the World Blind Bowling competition in Israel.  In 2011 the competition will be held in South Africa.  George is once more a member of the team, and is seeking help to fund the trip.  Some of you will have heard about his sponsored swim.  We wish him every success in the competition, and hope that all the practice that he has been putting in pays off.  The Association has started a Bowls Club, with eight visually impaired members and four sighted volunteers.  The office team would like to hear from anyone else who would like to try joining in.

In the autumn the office team organised the Association’s third annual sponsored walk.  As in 2009, it was along the Hogsmill River.  The ground was a bit boggier than the previous year, and only the first few back to Raleigh House for the buffet lunch, escaped the rain.  The walk raised £1,200 towards Association funds.  

There are currently about thirty active Eye Buddy matches, and eight tandem pairs.  Four new volunteers are being processed, but there have been very few new recruits during the year.

The Social Eyes club marked its fifth birthday by visiting the Hogsmill Carvery.  The club’s craft workshops again produced a number of items for sale on the Association’s stall at the New Malden Fortnight.

The lunch club has now been running for a year.  It regularly attracts about thirty members to the monthly meetings, and celebrated its first birthday with a fish and chip lunch.

Two volunteers regularly attend the Kingston Macular Disease group monthly meetings.

The number of talking books held in the office continues to grow.  A selection is taken to the clubs and the Eye Contact meetings.  If you would like to borrow some, please contact the office team.  A list of titles and authors is available.

Membership numbers have changed little over the year.  We now have 523 members, of whom 261 are visually impaired.

Many of you will be aware of some of the changes that have happened to the Council’s Social Services.  Carol Barnshaw has left the Council, and the Sensory Impairment Team is now one of several teams managed by Andrea Biggs.  We look forward to working with Andrea in the future, and hope that our good relationship with the Sensory Impairment Team members will continue.

As you will hear later, Carol is going to continue to play a significant role in the work of the Association.

As a result of the changes it is anticipated that the work of the Association will become more difficult and demanding.  Financially, the Association is in good shape to face this.

The Greater London Fund for the Blind continues to provide nearly all the regular funding for the Association.  During the year they provided the Association with £90,600.  

This coming year the Association will be working closely with the GLFB to improve awareness of our two organisations, with a view to increasing the visibility of the opportunities for volunteers, and of what help can be provided, and to increasing the funds raised by the GLFB in our area 

The Talking Newspaper that is prepared and distributed by Brian Gaff and the teams of producers and readers every week continues to provide an excellent service to its many listeners.  The Richmond Talking Newspaper has recently changed from cassettes to memory sticks as a method of distribution, and Brian’s team are watching this development with interest.

The Association supports a number of organisations for visually impaired people in the Borough:  the Surbiton Blind Club; the Malden & Coombe Social Club for the Blind, and Eye Contact.  

Grants have been given to individuals for such diverse purposes as: computer software; educational course; washing machine; telephones; and contribution to holiday costs.

During the year the Association’s Executive Committee has been strengthened by co-opting one new member, Carol Barnshaw.  Andrew Dalziel has moved away and resigned.  Liam O’Carrol is not seeking re-election.  On behalf of the membership I would like to thank them both for the contribution that they have made.

Cllr. Mary Heathcote has recently joined the Association’s Executive Committee as the representative appointed by the Royal Borough of Kingston upon Thames.

I would like to thank all the committee members whose ideas help the Association to continue to grow and provide additional services appropriate to meet our members’ needs.

On behalf of the Executive Committee, I would like to thank all the many volunteers for their time and effort in helping the Association to meet its aims.  These volunteers make a big difference to a lot of people’s lives.

The Association Executive committee is looking forward to improving the services that the Association provides for the Visually Impaired People in the Royal Borough.
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